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morning, and six in the evening They pretend, at the fii st, to fall down to beg that God would be pleased to prosper them m all things they go about that day At twelve they return thanks for their preservation to that time, and at six, for that of the whole day After which, one would think that they imagine themselves at peifeet libeity; and then open gallantnes perfectly countenance the imagination for, though adulteiy is looked upon as a grievous cume, and punished accordingly, yet foinication is softened with the title of a venial sm, and they seern to practise it under that persuasion
I found here, what Erasmus ridicules with so much wit and delicacy, the custom of burying in a Franciscan's habit in mighty request. If they can foi that puipose piocure an old one at the price of a new one, the pui chaser will look upon himself a prowdent chap, that has secured to his deceased fnend or relation, no less than heaven by that wise bargain
The evening being almost the only time of enjoyment t>{ company, or conversation, everybody in Spam then gieedily seeks it, and the streets are at that time ciowded like our fa nest gar dens, or most private walks On one of those occasions, I met a Don of my acquaintance walking out with his sisteis , and, as I thought it became an English cavahei, I saluted him but, to my surprise, he never i etiu ned the civilit} When I met him the day after, instead of an apology, as I had flattered myself, I received a leprimand, though a vei} civil one, telling me, it was not the custom in Spain, noi well taken of any one, that took notice of any who were walking in the company of ladies at night
But, a, mght 01 two aftei, I found, by expedience, that, if tlie*men were by custom prohibited taking notice, women weie not I was standing at the dooi, in the cool of the evening, when a woman, seemingly genteel, passing by, called me by my name, telling me she wanted to speak with me: she had her rnantiho on, so that, had I had daylight, I could have only seen one eye of her However, I walked with hei a good while, without being able to disco\er anything of her business, noi passed theie between IN anything moie than a conversation upon mdrffeient matters Nevettheless, at paitmg, she told inc she should pass by agair the next evening, and li I would be at the dooi, she would give n*3 the same advauatge of a couvcisation, that seemod